Background: Radiofrequency signal derived tissue characterization of intravascular ultrasound (IVUS) has become clinically available. Several reports suggested that virtual histology (VH)-IVUS lesion assessments could predict distal microembolization and microvascular injury during percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI). The aim of this study was to investigate whether pre-PCI lesion assessment (presence or absence of thincap fibroatheroma, TCFA) by VH-IVUS predicts long-term clinical outcome in patients with angina pectoris.
